106         HOW THEY HELD A GREAT MEETING
" It is too late. What say you, Hereward Leofrics-son, who go for a wise man among men V3
Hereward rose, and spoke gracefully, earnestly, eloquently: but he could not deny Sweyn's plain words.
"The Wake beats about the bush," said Jarl Asbiorn, rising when Hereward sat down. "None knows better than he that all is over. Earl Edwin and Earl Morcar, who should have helped us along Watling Street, are here fugitives. Earl Gospatric and Earl Waltheof are William's men now, soon to raise the landsfolk against us. We had better go home, before we have eaten up the monks of Ely."
Then Hereward rose again, and without an openly insulting word, poured forth his scorn and rage upon Asbiorn. .Why had he not kept to the agreement which he and Countess Gyda had made with him through Tosti's sons 1 Why had he wasted time and men from Dover to Norwich, instead of coming straight into the fens, and marching inland to succour Morcar and Edwin1? Asbiorn had ruined the plan, and he only, if it was ruined.
"And who was I, to obey The Wake?" asked Asbiorn fiercely.
"And who wert thou, to disobey me*?" asked Sweyn in a terrible voice. "Hereward is right. We shall see what thou sayest to all this, in full Thing at home in Denmark."1
Then Edwin rose, entreating peace. " They were 1 Asbiorn is said to have been outlawed on his return homo.